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Moshe’s Learning Curve to Leadership

[. The Event
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19 And Hashem said unto Moshe in Midian: 'Go, return to Egypt; for all the men are dead that
sought your life." 20 And Moshe took his wife and his sons, and mounted them on the donkey,
and he returned to the land of Egypt; and Moshe took the staff of God in his hand. 21 And
Hashem said unto Moses: 'When you go back into Egypt, see all the wonders that | have put in
your hand and perform them before Pharaoh; and | will harden his heart, and he will not let the
people go. 22 And you shall say to Pharaoh: Thus says Hashem: Israel is My first-born
son. 23 And | say to you: Let My son go, that he may serve Me; and you have refused to let him
go. Behold, I will slay your son, your firstborn.'
24 And it came to pass on the way, at the lodging-place, that Hashem encountered him, and
sought to kill him. 25 and Tziporah took a flint, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at
his feet; and she said: 'Surely a bridegroom of blood are you to me.' 26 So He let him alone.
Then she said: 'A bridegroom of blood regarding circumcision.'

Il. Piercing the Puzzle
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Three Talmudic Positions-carried down by the later commentaries:

e Moshe was negligent concerning Eliezer’s Brit Mila

e Moshe was properly concerned over the danger of a Brit Mila during travel. He was
threatened, however, for giving precedence to the needs of the family’s lodging over
the needs of the Brit.

e Eliezer, not Moshe, was the target of the threat
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Rashbam: Another possibility entirely...

[Il. Now That You Mention It...Bringing the family to Egypt?
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A Midrashic dialogue:
Yitro: “Those in Egypt are desperate to leave and you are bringing the family there?”
Moshe: “Upon leaving Egypt we will hear HaShem’s word at Sinai. Am | to deny that experience
to my children?”
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Ramban: Moshe was correct in bringing his family to Egypt. Their presence would encourage
the Israelites and serve to support Moshe’s contention that freedom was at hand.
T 719 NINY XITY [AX
7N N2 DY NIISY DAY IXROINNALNTYYR 7101 ,NWN DX DWN WAD TWNRD D AW ITA7 XIn D
.D¥N% AYWI DNIN DYWL DR
Ibn Ezra: After the episode surrounding Eliezer’s brit, Tzippora and the children returned home
and Moshe continued on the Egypt alone.
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Ramban: It's possible that the entire family continued on to Mitzrayim. Tzippora and the
children left, when the as the path towards the Exodus extended.

IV. Back to the Beginning: “I Shouldn’t Have to Tell You”
A. A Global Approach to This Mystifying Event: A Critical Step in Moshe’s Learning
Curve

B. Two Other Critical Examples
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20 And Hashem came down upon Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and Hashem called
Moshe to the top of the mount; and Moshe ascended. 21 And Hashem said unto Moses:
'Descend, charge the people, lest they break through unto Hashem to gaze, and many of them
perish. 22 And also the priests, who come near to Hashem, shall sanctify themselves, lest
Hashem break forth upon them.' 23 And Moshe said to Hashem: 'The people cannot ascend
Mount Sinai; for thou didst charge us, saying: Set bounds around the mountain, and sanctify
it.' 24 And Hashem said to him: 'Go, descend, and you will come up, you, and Aaron with you;
but let not the priests and the people break through to come up to Hashem, lest He break forth
upon them.' 25 and Moshe descended to the people, and told them. 1. And God spoke all....
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10 And Moshe heard the people weeping, family by family, every man at the door of his tent;
and the Hashem’s anger was kindled greatly; and Moshe was displeased. 11 and Moshe said to
favor in your eyes Hashem: '"Why Have You done evil ill to Your servant? and why have | not
found, that You lay the burden of all this people upon me? 12 Have | conceived all this people?
have | brought them forth, that You should say unto me: Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing-
father carries the sucking child, to the land which You did swear to their fathers? 13 From
where should | have flesh to give to all this people? for they trouble me with their weeping,
saying: Give us flesh, that we may eat. 14 | am not able to bear all this people myself alone,
because it is too heavy for me. 15And if You deal thus with me, kill me, | pray Thee, out of hand,
if | have found favor in Your eyes; and let me not look upon my wretchedness.' 16 And Hashem
said to Moshe: 'Gather unto Me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the
elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tent of meeting, that
they may stand there with thee. 17 And | will come down and speak with you there; and | will
take of the spirit which is upon you, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden
of the people with thee, so that you will not bear it yourself, alone. 18 And say you to the
people: Sanctify yourselves against to-morrow, and you shall eat flesh; for you have wept in the
ears of Hashem, saying: Would that we were given flesh to eat! for it was well with us in Egypt;
Therefore, Hashem will give you flesh, and you will eat. 19 you shall not eat one day, nor two
days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days; 20 but a whole month, until it come out
at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you; because that you have rejected Hashem who is
among you, and have troubled Him with weeping, saying: Why, now, came we forth out of

Egypt?'




